Government and the  Crowd

perfect world its good and evil passions are usually min-
gled together. Only the individual can proceed by
reason. Crowd-rule is passion enthroned.

We in England have seen examples enough in our own
day of legislation by crowd-passion. Who that lived
through it does not remember Mr, Stead's " Maiden trib-
"ute" agitation, and the accompanying behaviour of
the House of Commons? The passion was not of an
ignoble sort; but, as for the legislation it produced, little
good did that accomplish. The same kind of phenomena
accompanied the passage of the Old Age Pensions Bill.
The House itself, being a crowd, is liable to all crowd
diseases. On that occasion it was suddenly swept away
by a wave of vaguely sympathetic enthusiasm, under
the deluge of which it widened the scope of the measure
and destroyed many of its sanest limitations. Those
present stated that the House was carried away by a
passion of generous emotion! Nothing could better indi-
cate the nature of a crowd. Members were voting to
give away other people's money and taking to themselves
the joy and the credit of the giving. Those were mo-
ments of undiluted crowd-rule, but they were exceptional.
Even to-day, with our new single-chamber government,
Great Britain is not subjected to purely representative
rulers. The crowd strongly influences but still does not
wholly direct our legislation and administration, though
its exponents are loudly clamouring for the removal of
every restraint that impedes or prevents the entire liberty
of the crowd to do and order what it pleases.

If pure Crowddoms are unsatisfactory and indeed in

the long run impossible, what are we to say of Kingdoms,
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